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Editor’s note: This litany and ritual are adapted 
from Churches’ Week of Action on Food 

from the World Council of Churches (WCC). They 
are taken from Day Two of the resource: “Lord, Lead 
Us to Just Waters.” 
 The WCC service includes a symbolic 
intercession and act of commitment, which could be 
led by youth or young adults. You will need enough 
water and paper cups for all of the congregants, 
plus a glass of clean water, a glass of dirty water, a 
bottle of cola and an empty glass. Display the last 
four items on the altar table, and place the water 
and paper cups at or near the altar, or at various 
stations in your worship area. 
 For the ritual, congregants will come to the 
stations, pour cups of water and be prepared to 
drink them. During the intercession, the leader will 
hold up the other items as symbols. After this, all 
will drink from their cups as a symbol of gratitude 
and commitment. 

Litany of Confession and Lament
ONE: God, the source of life, whose spirit 
hovered over waters at the time of creation; 
God in Jesus Christ, who came as living waters 
to quench the thirsty; God the Holy Spirit, who 
waters and brings forth the fruit; we come 
to your presence confessing our attitudes of 
greed, dominance and insensitivity towards 
your wonderful creation, and particularly 
towards water. 
MANY:  Let justice roll down like rivers, and 
let rivers roll out in justice.
ONE: We confess that we have been 
irresponsible in our use of water, wasting it 
to satisfy our comfortable lives. In many places 
we have commoditized and privatized water, 
a natural resource, denying people access 
to it. In the name of development projects, 
water sources have been drained or polluted 
with industrial waste, causing risk to flora 
and fauna. 
MANY: Let justice roll down like rivers, and 
let rivers roll out in justice. 

ONE: We acknowledge the lack of cooperation 
between different authorities and organizations 
to manage water resources fairly. We confess 
our failure, as faith communities, to address 
water justice and seek forgiveness for not 
speaking out for the thirsty and the dying in 
situations of drought. 
MANY: Let justice roll down like rivers, and 
let rivers roll out in justice. 

ONE: We confess that we have been silent 
spectators as many vulnerable communities 
walk miles every day in search of water for 
their families. We regret our involvement in 
the privatization of rivers and other natural 
waterbeds, resulting in contamination and 
reduction of water supplies. We come to your 
presence ashamed of our apathy and insincerity 
towards the abuse of water and other natural 
resources, asking you to inspire us to be 
challenged to conserve, preserve and use water 
prudently. 
MANY: Let justice roll down like rivers, and 
let rivers roll out in justice.

All: God who brought water out of the rock, 
God who quenched the thirst of those dying 
in the wilderness, God who in Jesus gave the 
living waters so that those who taste them 
would never thirst, God who in Jesus died 
on the Cross thirsty, for there was none to 
quench his thirst, listen to all those who truly 
confess and grant us forgiveness so that we 
act responsibly in our use of water, become 
sensitive to the desperate needs of those 
without water, and gain wisdom in conserving 
and preserving water so that rivers roll out 
in justice among all nations and all peoples. 
Amen.

Intercession
ONE: Let us pray for the whole universe and 
hold up every living thing as part of the Beloved 
Community. (Holds up the glass of clean water.) 
Lord, let this glass of clean water remind us of 

the available sources of fresh drinking water. 
Help us to protect the gift of water and utilize 
it with the spirit of sanctity and responsibility. 
May our lives be so balanced that greed makes 
way for need and the tendency to waste makes 
way for a commitment to save. 
MANY: Fountain of life, wash us clean from 
greed and sin. 

ONE: (Holds up the glass of dirty water.) Let this 
glass of unclean water remind us of the tears 
of those whose lives have been threatened 
by the pollution of their water resources. Let 
those who contribute to the contamination of 
water shed tears of repentance. May we find 
ways to begin to reverse this process and begin 
to make our water clean again.
MANY: Creator of new life, transform us so 
that we may be channels of life to others. 

ONE: (Holds up a bottle of cola.) God of justice, 
make us aware that many of our corporations 
and developmental processes are plundering 
our natural resources and threatening the 
livelihood of millions. Show us how to counter 
these activities. We pray for all organizations 
involved in the preservation of water, and 
with it, your gift of life. Help, guide and 
sustain them in their endeavors. 
MANY: God of justice, strengthen those who 
seek to preserve your creation.

ONE: (Holds up the empty glass.) Lord, we 
pray for all communities involved in the 
issues of water justice. Give us compassion 
to walk with those who lack the water for life 
sustenance. Help us to empty ourselves of 
prejudice and fill us with a vision of solidarity 
and fellowship so that we can work together 
in conserving the Gift of water. 
MANY: God of justice, give us your vision.

Act of Commitment
ONE: (Holds up the glass of clean water.) As 
an act of commitment, let us draw water in 

the cup, lay our right hand on the full cup 
of water, and pledge before God in a silent 
prayer to advocate for water justice in the 
knowledge of the various lives that depend 
on water. To partake in the holy fellowship of 
solidarity, let us drink the water. (All drink.)
ONE: Lord, we pray for the universal church 
and its mission and vision. Inspire us to work 
towards water justice. Transform our lives 
so that we may be channels of justice—not 
just in what we preach, but in our daily 
practice. Let your churches be role models 
within our communities in conserving water 
and preserving life in all its fullness. Bring 
churches together to work in unity so that 
justice will prevail and water will be available 
for our generation and future generations. 
MANY: God of hope, make us instruments 
of hope. Amen.

art  by Jesse Manning
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